
 
Vertical Non-Permanent Surfaces and Mini White Boards 

 
Description: 
 
Vertical Non-Permanent Surfaces are a great way to get students up out of their desks. 
Students can record thoughts quickly and modify their work with ease using whiteboards.  ​Peter 
Liljedahl (2015) ​ stated “groups that worked on vertical whiteboards demonstrated more thinking 
classroom behaviour – persistence, discussion, participation, and knowledge mobility – than any 
of the other type of work surface.” 
 
When students are working in groups out of their desks the vertical surfaces allow them to see 
what other groups are doing. No one can “hide” in this setting. Groups are more likely to talk to 
each other and surrounding groups when they are up out of their desks. Teachers can quickly 
assess student understanding when work is placed on a vertical surface.  
 
Liljedahl also showed the that horizontal whiteboards are also conducive to learning. Mini 
whiteboards are a great way for students to be quickly assessed on what they know. They can 
do the work horizontally and quickly make their boards horizontal to share with the teacher or 
their peers.  
 
 
Examples: 
 
Types of questions that can be given for work on these surfaces: 

● Which one doesn’t belong 
● Accessing prior knowledge​.  
● Modeling questions from the lesson 

○ I do, we do, you do 
○ Students would use the whiteboards during the “we do” phase of this teaching 

strategy 
● My favorite no 

○ Video 
○ Written Instructions 

 
Further Reading/Professional Resources 

● Peter Liljedahl (2015) ​Building Thinking Classrooms: Conditions for Problem Solving.  
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http://peterliljedahl.com/wp-content/uploads/Building-Thinking-Classrooms-Feb-14-20151.pdf
http://peterliljedahl.com/wp-content/uploads/Building-Thinking-Classrooms-Feb-14-20151.pdf
https://wodb.ca/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1L5G2ENenj82ww3aZr9XzIbo9cT4xFkPh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjfNOuHUXhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uuDjke-p4Co
http://www.nea.org/tools/tips/my-favorite-no.html
http://peterliljedahl.com/wp-content/uploads/Building-Thinking-Classrooms-Feb-14-20151.pdf

